Cinderford Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S| 2020/404)

(a)

(b)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: {e)

The audit of accounts for Cinderford Town Council for the year ended
31 March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Cinderford
Town Council on application to:

MRS .. THoHAS , “Town CleRK

St Annal's Vouso, Relle Uve Congne, QQMQ@?\

o7 email Ao
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Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ Q’\ & (c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

VLS . “THOHAS. T Creek

Vo Wouemaes 2020

Notes

This notice and Sections 4,2& 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 November, This must
Includa publication on the
smaller authority’s website,
The smaller autharity must
decide how long to publish the
Notice far; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the parson to whom
local government electors sheuld
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copylng costs

{d) Insert the name and pesition of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of;

Cismee foed G Coundi—

our responsibility for ensuring that there Is a sound sysiem of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparalion of the Accounling Stalements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounling Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

1. We have put in placa amangements for affective financial preparad iis accounting statemenis in accordance

managament during tha year, and for tha preparation of
the accounting statements.,

2. Wa maintained an adequate systam of intemal conltrol
including measures designed (o pravent and detact fraud

with the Accounis and Audil Regulalions.

made proper arangamants and acceplod rasponsibilily
for safeguarding the publc money and rasources in

and corruption and reviswed :ts effactiveness. Hs charge.
1. We took all reasonable aleps to assure ourselves has only done what it has the fegal power lo do and has
that thers are no matlers of actual or polentia) compifed with Propar Praclices in doing so.

non-compilance with laws, reguiations and Proper
Practicas that could have a a'gnificant financial effect
on the abllity of this authority to conduct its

business or managa Hs financas.

4, Wa provided propar opportunity during the year for
the axercisa of eloctors’ ghts in accordanca with the
requirements of the Accounts and Aud.t Regulations.

4. We carried out an assessmenl of tha risks fading this
authority and took appropriate slaps io manage thosa
risks, incirding the introduction of internal controfa and/or
exiamal instrance cover where required.

8. We maintalned throughout the year an adequals and
effective system of Intemal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

7. We tock appropriale action on all matiers raised
in raports from Intemal and extemal audh.

§. We considerad whether any iitigation, Kabilitlas or
commitments, events or lransactions, occuming sither
during or afler the yaar-and, have a finandal impad on
this authority and, where appropriate, have inchided them
In tha accounting stalsments.

4. (For local councils only) Trust funds Inciuding
charitabla. In our capacity as the sols managing
trustee we discharged our accountabliity
responsibilities for the fund{s)assels, Including
financial reporting and, f required, indspendent
examination or audil.

during the yoar gave afi persons Interasted tha opportunily o
inspect and ask quastions about this suthority’s sccounts

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

arrangad for 8 compalant parson, independant of tha financial
conlrols and procadures, fo give an objective view on whethar
intamal conirols maet the needs of this smaller authonty.

rasponded o malters brought (o its aliention by inlernal and
extemnal audit

disclosed everything it should have about s business activily
durning the year including events laking place afler the year
end i relavant

SINSTES K] S NS

has met all of s responsibilities where, as a body
corporals, i is a sole managing trusiee of a local
{rust or frusts.

*Please provide explanations to the extemal auditor on a separate shael for each ‘No’ response and describe how tha
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These shesls mus! ba published with the Annual Govemance Stalement,

This Annual Govermance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

\\ot| 2020
| e P

and recorded as minute refsrence;

YW \ag, Clark VSR

Other Information required by the Transparency Codas (not parl of Annual Governance Statement) |
Authority web addrass |

Lo WOLD. nd@dod*oﬁ\cau nea\ . & oo. u\ ‘
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Section 2 -~ Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

CA e lRforD -Gl Couddan_

1. Balances brought Tolal balances and ressrvas al the beginning of the year

forward 2o, W25 | W8, 22T | as recorded in the financial reconds, Value must agree to
Box 7 of pravious ysar.

2. {(+) Precept or Rales and Tolal amount of pracept (or for IDBs rates and levies}
Levias b0 220 290 A2C | received or receivable In the year. Exclude any granis

receivad.

3. {+) Total other receipls Total income or receipls as recorded In the cashbook less

(32,558 252, 2.4-S | the precept or ratesflevias received (iine 2). Include any
granis received.

4, {-) Siafl costs Total expanditure or payments made [o and on behalf

of elf smployees. Include gross selanes end wages,
\?.»b, oS4 \5\5 S34 emplayers NI contribulions, employers pension
conlributions, graluities and severance payments.

5. {-) Loan inlerest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and inlerast
repayments 32,18k | 2\, ST S | made during the year on the authorily's borrowings (if any).

6. (-} All other paymenis Tolal expendilure or paymants as recorded in the cash-

T 3 3y i A 22\-,0 B~ | book less staff cosls (line 4) and loan intsrest/capital
v rapaymenis {line 5),

7. (=) Balances carried Total balancss and reserves at the end of the yaar. Must
forward W8, 28\ | 584 24\ | equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounls, cash
short lerm investments |, 30, 358 5§§‘ S bU- | hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconcilliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of aif the properly the authorily owns = it is made
long term Invesiments b, ol SLS |4 ,\S8,12 | up of all its fixed assets and long tarm invastments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The oulslanding capial balance as et 31 March of ell foans

VAS, - | S \T1O | from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Counclls Only) Disclosura nole The Councl, as a body corporals, acls as sole trustes for

re Trust funds {including charitabla) and is responsible for mnﬂ_?’rust funds or assels.
\/ N.B. The ligures in the accounting slalsmanis above do
not include sny Trust transactions.

| certify thal for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
Statements [n this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or Income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Govemance and Accountability for Smalier Authorities -a
Practitioners' Gulde to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authorily.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
prasented to the authority for approval

W AT P ie—s

. ca\ot| aa2o

I confirm that these Accounting Statemenls were
approved by this authority on this date:

\y]e|rezo

as recorded in minuta reference:

WMo, \ A3

Signed by Chaimnan of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements wera approved

=
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
In respect of Cinderford Town Council — GL0053

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Praclices which;

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

o confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Qur responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annuai Govemance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
helow). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

Excapt for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabiity Return (AGAR),
in our opinicn the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:

* The smaller authority has not addressed the ‘except for’ matter raised by the extemal auditor when gualifying the prior year AGAR. The
smaller authority has not restated the 2018/19 figure in Section 2 Box 9 to £173,974.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw ta the attention of the authority:

None.

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Gevemance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature : ! i WLM@ .. ]Date 30/10/2020

* Note: the/NAO Issued guidance applicable to external auditors' work on limited assurance reviews for 2019/20 in Auditor
Guidance Nota AGN/02. The AGN [s available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk}
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